Chairman Massimo Barra speaks at the XVII Balkan Conference

From 21 to 23 September 2011, the XVII Balkan Conference took place Bucharest, Romania. 

The Balkan Conference is a forum designed to strengthen and expand cooperation in humanitarian activity among Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, inside as well as outside the Balkan region. This provides a framework for discussing common humanitarian challenges, sharing experiences and information, best practices and successful projects.
This year, the conference brought to the forefront the challenges of disaster management and social welfare – including the topic of active ageing - in the context of the “practical aspects of a sustainable cooperation between National Societies of Red Cross and Red Crescent in the region”.

Hosted by the Romanian Red Cross, the three-day event saw the participation of 15 Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies - Albania, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, UK, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Turkey, Croatia, Slovenia, Germany, Italy, Moldova and Sweden – the Director of the IFRC Europe Zone office, Ms. Anitta Underlin, the Head of the ICRC Regional delegation in Belgrade, Ms. Dragana Kojic, as well as other representatives from both offices. The conference also saw the attendance of Chairman Massimo Barra.
“Everyone of us can become vulnerable, even tonight” commented Dr. Barra on 22 September, during the press conference organised by the Romanian Red Cross for the launch of 2011 edition of World Disasters Report, with a focus on hunger and malnutrition, which he co-chaired together with Ms. Mihaela Geoana, President of the Romanian Red Cross.

“Food security is among the most important humanitarian challenges that the Red Cross Red Crescent face in the day-to-day work they carry out around the world” continues Dr. Barra. “In our privileged role as auxiliaries to public authorities and bridge between governance bodies and civil society, we must never forget our duty to assist the most vulnerable and marginalized people. The more the people we work for and with are marginalised, the more their trust in us grows stronger. This has to work as a reminder of our responsibility towards them”.

With the Red Cross Red Crescent Statutory Meetings only two months away, the Balkan Conference provided a useful platform for Secretaries General, Heads of International and technical people from National Societies from the Balkan Peninsula, to examine and discuss topics of common interest and highly important for the region – expanding the partnership under different social and health programmes, cooperation in case of emergencies, promotion of a positive image and active role of elderly people, and cooperation in addressing the issues faced by migrants and refugees. 

