
T he 31st Council of Delegates began with a spe-
cial opening event, highlighting the success of 
the Our world. Your move. campaign and role 

of young people as agents of change. A special photo 
presentation showed how the campaign had been 
used in just some of the countries, where it was cele-
brated. 
  
Kenyan actor and journalist, John Sibi Okumu, hosted 
the half-hour opening event, which included a video 
message from the president of the British Red Cross, 
His Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales. A similar 
message was delivered by global music star and Afri-
can activist, Angélique Kidjo, who said she was 
"delighted" that the world's largest humanitarian net-
work was meeting for the first time in Africa. 
 
 "We know that the world is far from perfect. Across 
the globe, people have to flee their homes to escape 
poverty or the violence of war. Families are torn 
apart. People suffer discrimination, the effects of war, 
climate change, natural disasters, and a lack of water 
and food," Kidjo told delegates.  
 
"But in the face of these challenges, there is hope. 
Everyday, the staff, and above all, the volunteers of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent work to make things 
better for people affected by today's humanitarian 
crises." 

 Her message was delivered during a live question and 
answer session with Red Cross youth leaders, Siphiwe 
Kutta from South Africa and Ashanta Osborne-Moses 
of Guyana, who shared their thoughts on the role of 
young people within the Movement. 
  
The event finished with a selection of memorable 
footage and testimonials from this year's gathering in 
Solferino, to mark the 150th anniversary of the battle 
that led to the creation of the Movement. 
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We all know that the world is far from perfect, but there is hope. In 
particular, I am struck by how young people can bring about change.  

ς Angélique Kidjo 



 
The Movement has to send strong humanitarian messages of 
equality, justice and peace from Nairobi, because "the eyes and 
ears of Africa, and of the world around us, are looking onto us," 
Standing Commission chair H.E. Dr Mohammed al-Hadid said on 
Monday. 
 
In his keynote address to the Council, Dr al-Hadid encouraged 
delegates to consider the broad range of issues the Red Cross Red 
Crescent is facing, and take decisive action to address them. 
 
As well as maintaining momentum on the challenges highlighted 
by the 2007 International Conference, delegates would have to 
take access to beneficiaries into consideration, and promote the 
continued relevance and importance of the Geneva Conventions. 
 
"Both in light of our impressive history and of the present humani-
tarian challenges ς the Solferinos of today ς the time is opportune 
for in-depth deliberations of the many and important items on 

our agenda," he said. 
 
He reminded the Council that competition for resources is already fierce, and that the Move-
ment must work hard to stay relevant. 
 
"It is time to think boldly, and at the same time analytically: because if we want to remain the 
leading humanitarian Movement, we have to stay ahead of the continuous changes in the exter-
nal environment." 
 
"We cannot afford to be, or even be perceived, as stagnant and conservative," he warned. 
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Standing Commission chairman pushes for bold 
thinking and action 

Council adopts resolution on MoU/AOA implementation 

Pär Stenbäck, the independent monitor of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and the 
Agreement on Operational Arrangements (AOA) 
signed by Magen David Adom (MDA) and the Pal-
estine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) in 2005 gave a 
progress report on the implementation. 
 
During his frequent visits to the region, he found 
that some progress had been made in implement-
ing the AOA. He complimented the PRCS and MDA 
on having overcome hurdles and on cooperating, 
despite the difficult environment in the region 
during the last two years, including the conflict in 
and around Gaza. 
 
In his report, he commented on the positive devel-
opments affecting the operation of the five PRCS 
ambulances based in East Jerusalem, which can 
now serve the entire population of East Jerusalem. 
On the other hand, he highlighted that access to 

the specialised hospitals of East Jerusalem for 
West Bank residents remained a challenge. 
 
The monitor stated that there had been insuffi-
cient progress in the implementation of provisions 
of the MoU and that MDA would have to make 
additional important efforts. He acknowledged 
that the two National Societies were not working 
in a vacuum and that the difficult political environ-
ment had an influence on the process. Against this 
backdrop, Stenbäck encouraged the delegates to 
have faith in their good will. 
 
Describing the different scenarios that could lie 
ahead, he concluded by adding: "It is essential to 
find constructive ways forward." 
 
Following Stenbäck's address, a resolution, jointly 
prepared by several Red Crescent and Red Cross 
Societies, was adopted. 


